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On July 21, the Federal Electricity Commission (Comision Federal de Electricidad, CFE) inaugurated
the Aguamilpa hydroelectric complex, the fourth largest such facility in Mexico. The new complex,
located in the western state of Nayarit, was financed with a combination of funds from the World
Bank, the private sector, and the Mexican government.
The facility, which also includes the San Rafael dam, and the Aguamilpa and Aguaprieta
substations, was built in three stages at a cost of US$967.4 million. The complex which has an
installed capacity to generate 960 megawatts will supplement electrical power in the western cities
of Tepic, Guadalajara, Mazatlan, and Puerto Vallarta and is expected to provide irrigation for 100,000
hectares of new crop land.
At the inauguration ceremony, which was attended by several cabinet secretaries, President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari emphasized the government's commitment to increase Mexican reliance on
hydroelectric power and reduce the usage of fossil fuels. The President said the facility would
replace about 3.5 million barrels of oil used in the generation of electricity each year.
Aguamilpa is one of three new hydroelectric projects the Mexican government expects to complete
by the year 2000. The others are the Zimapan plant in Hidalgo state, and the Merida III facility
in Yucatan state. In late July, the CFE announced that more than a dozen foreign and Mexican
companies had submitted bids to construct the Yucatan facility. Construction of the Merida III
plant, which is estimated to cost about 1 billion nuevo pesos (US$295 million), is scheduled to begin
sometime in 1995. The plant which will eventually have an installed capacity of 440 megawatts will
be opened in two phases, in April 1998, and finally in April of the year 2000.
The list of bidders includes four corporations from Japan (Mitsubishi, Mitsui, Kanematsu, and
Itochu); three from the US (General Electric, Bechtel Power, and Westinghouse Electric); and
one each from Germany (Siemens), Canada (Gutsa), Spain (Consorcio Gogentrix-Ednesa), and
Brazil (Compahia Brasileira de Projectos e Obras). The Mexican bidders include such prominent
engineering and construction companies as Grupo Acerero del Norte, Grupo Protexa, Grupo
Mexicano de Desarrollo, and Mexico Compania Constructora. The engineering company Tribasa is
bidding in conjunction with Spain's Gogentrix-Ednesa.
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